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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYS!ICAL APPEARANCE

Tne Hyattsville Post Office is a one-story brick building constructed over
a full basement. The building is rectangular in plan and faces north onto
Gallatin Street. The Post Office consists of a central, three-bay bleck
flanked by smaller one bay pavilions. The central block has a citched,
slate roof with brick gable ends terminating in stylized chimnevys; the
vavilions have flat roofs. A frame cupola crowns the center of the pltched
roof. The entrance to the bhuilding is located at the ceriter of the Galla-
tin Street facace.

The wells are detailed in Flemish boncé brick with flush mortar. The
builcding rests on a masonry watertable. Stylized limestcne quoins articu-
late thes corners of the central blcck and the pavilicns. There are three
roung-arched openirgs in the central bplock and single rectangular ogenings
in each of the pavilions. The arch surrcurcing thie entrance is cGetailsd in
limestonz and features a molded keystone anG shallow impost blocks. Arches
above the wincdows of the central pavilion are composed cf headsrs wizh
simple linestone impcst blocks and keystcnes. The rectancular windows are
torped by brick jack arches. Single panels are set within the wall asove
ach rectangular ooening. A limestone cornice with medillion blocks Tro-
lects above a frieze on the central block. "UNITED STATES POST OFFICE" is
ncisea within the frieze. The pavilions are surmounted by a narrow, flush
ornice. Five granite steps with a simple wrought iron rail lead from the
sidewalk to the entrance. Decorative wrought and cast iron coach lamps
project frcm the building at either side of the entrarce.
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The entrance features a fanlight transcm above panelled and glazed doors.
Interlaces decorate the head above the six-light transom. An entablature
with a fluted frieze extends below the transom. “HYATTSVILLE MD" is
incised within a recessed panel above the docrs. The rectancular windows
are composed of nine-over-six sash; the round arched windows of eighteen-
over—-eicht sash.

(See Centinuaticn Shest)
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The, interior cf the Post Office consists of

3 at the front of
ary spaces located at the rear

the buiiding with the work rocm and ancill

ana in the basement. Tne Postmaster s officz, located in the northwest
corner, orens bcth intc the lcbby and the workrcom. A clazed vestibule
Drojects Irom tne entrance into the lcobbv. The vestipule features Colonial
revival cetziiing sucn as raised panels and pllascars. The rectangular
lepby aisplavs marble wainscet and baseccards.  Ths door surrcund framing
the lcbbv dcor te the Postmaster's Cffice is articulatea with pilasters and
a full entaplature. Six murals by Eugene Kingman decorate thne lcbbv. The
murals refer ToO tne acriculrtural heritage of Prince Gecrge's County. A
cornstalX ocraer pelow each mural ties their composition tocetner. Thne
murals consist of vignettes depictinz norses grazing benind a fence, a
rural cnurcn, Irame structures alonc water with masts of sailboats visible
in the backcround, ploughed fields, anc fields beinc worked. Rural Geli-

very mal: ooxes empellisnh the forecround of ssveral of the murals.
the arcnitectural character of <he
of the puilaing has been enlarged
2S5 within +The intericr. The floor
lcopy retains a remarkable decree
consist ¢f a rough ashlar stcne
crticn and overnead fixtures that are

“Oo resemble the original cn

retrisved IYXrom

Saturn clcpes,

)
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—.1800-1899 —COMMERCE _ EXPLORATION. SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
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_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT
1935 Louis A, Simon, Supervisine Arch,

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hyattsville Post Office, built in 1935, is one of the most archi-
tecturally distingquished 20th century buildings in Hyattsville. &n excel-
lent example of Colonial Revival architecture, the Hyattsville Post Office
reflects the attention Hyattsville resident and Fourth Assistant Postmaster
General Smith W. Purdum vaid to its construction. Prior to the opening of
the Prince Gecrge’s County Postal Facility in 1970, the Hyattsville Post
Office functioned as the center of mail distribution for the rapialy
growing southern portion of Prince George’s County. The Hyattsville Post
Office meets Criterion C ("embodies the aistinquishing characteristics of a
type...possesses high artistic values") because of its handsome acaptation
of Colonial precedents. 1In the future, the building may also meet Cri-
terion B ("associated with the lives of persons significant in our past")
as the passage of time permits objective evaluation of long-time postmaster
Egbert F. Tingley and mural artist Eugene Kingman.

HISTORY

The Evattsville Post Office is an excellent example of Colonial revival
architecture that gains additional significance through its local context.
Typical of Marvland post offices designed by the Office of Supervising
Architect of the Treasury, the Hyattsville Post Office relies on American
Georgian precedents for its massing and ornamental vocabulary. Its modest
size and scale is well suited to Colonial revival treatment. The national
connotations of this style and its link witn Maryland architectural tradi-
tion are especially appropriate for a civic building of this type.

The Hyattsville Post Office, while similar to other post offices throughout
Maryland, is an unusually effective adaptation of Colonial revival. The
proportions and massing of the building are exceptionally handsome. Unlike
many post offices of this period which have five continuous bays, the
proportions of the three bay facade of the central block function well with
the building’s height and cupola. The use of a central block with flanking

{See Continuation Sheets)
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pavilions recalls axsposition characteristic cf the Marviand and Virdginia
Tidewater. Tnis massing Ccreates a narmonious re=iaticnship between the
cupola and tne central block and hignlights the gapie ends. Th2 gucins add
turtner empnasis tc the handsome composition. {Ccrrespondence auring the
builaing’s construction reveals ailssatisfacticn with the appearance of
skylights, now gons, from apove the flat roof. This may explain why subse-
guent post cifices utilizea a centinuous five pav facads topped by a sin-
gle, pitchea roori.)
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Tne architectural « y cf the Hyattsville Post Cifice may be attribute
tCc Hyattsville resident Smitn W. Purdum’s 9051 ion as Fourth Assistant
Postmaster General in charge of tne Division of anlneerlng and Research
His residence was on Gallatin Street about four nlocks from the Post

Cffice. (Interview with Francis X. Gearyv.! Correspondence snows that
Puraam himself devoted attention to the construction of the building as
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w2ll as tc the design and execution of the murals. (Reccra Group 121, Item

31.)

Within the context of other early 20th centur, buildings in Hyvattsville,
tne Post CiZIice 1s outstandinc. Hyattsville possesses architecturallsy
significant resicential neichbcorhoods encomoassing a variety of late 19tn

this verica is, however, far more modsst and consists primarily of verna-
$ ol 1is having little architectural oretensicn.
: few notewcriny free-
Gaara Armery,, the Post

and early 20tn century styvles. Its commercial and civic architecture from

Cifice, anc tne County Service Buildaing. Tne guality of its cGesign ana
detailing maxes tne Post Office one of the mest architectuarally Gis-
Z these puaildings.

Tnz builaing cowstructed 11, 1935 is the sixtn structure to house tne
Hyattsviile Post Office. William P. Macruder ownea tne vacant lanc on wnich
the Hyattsvi lle Post Cffice was puilt. AJL Seiasnspinner, Ccllegs Heights

bkstates realtor, negotiated tne sale of tne vroverty fcr 37,300, ("I
Believe in America," pp. 6, 21-22.) Architectural arawings show that site
survevs had commenced by Octoper 1934. By January 31, 1935 the construc-
tion contract had peen signad and work pegan cn March 18 of that vear.
Pc;tmaster General James A. Farley laid tne cornerstone on June 19, 1933,

Foarth Assistant Postmaster General Smitn W. Purdum, both Maryvland sena-
tcrs, and 200 other dignitaries were also on hand. Blauner Construction
Ccmpany of Chicaco built the second-class postal facility at a cost of
576,000. James N. Pieiffer and C. Tarrant were among the stonemasons; James
T. Haggett was one ctf tne pricklayers. (Washington Post, June 20, 1935, p.
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12; Record Group 121.) Suppliers for the bullding included the following:
Marple walnscot & basepoarcs Gray Knex »Marpble Co., Knoxville
Exterior light fixtures Micnaels Art Bronze Co.
Limestone Indian Hill Stone Co., Bloomington
ricK United Clay Procucts, C.C.
Granite Frank Peach, Granite, Mc.
Terrazzo Standard Art Marple & Tile, D.C.
landscaping Hvattsvilie Nursery.

Tne builaing was occuplea on Octoper 19, 1835, (Record Group 121,
"trattsville Post Office Records Town's History," Prince George's Senti-
nel, march 20, 1969, p. 16.)
ne Hyatts-;lle Post Office was designed under tne authoritv of Louls A.
Supervising Arcnitect of the Treasury. Names appearing on the
a itectural drawings for the pullaing include F.H. McCrary, AW, Clark,
Spittel, rlanagan, Santelmann, Moore, Swasey, and Bover. F.H. McCrary
Checkad most of tne araw1rq5 wnlch ars dateu December 1934, Caleb C. Mctz
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Correspona@ e inaicates the commission for murals within the builaing
roved proolematic. Irnitially there was to pe only a single mural over the

oStimaster’s door.  Mervin Juiles cf Baltimcre evidently won a competition
DUt nis actual cdesign did net match the promise of his 1n1t1a1 SKetcn., At

suggestion of the Hyattsville mayor and postmaster, Jules’ scheme fea-

a postal theme. 1In a letter to Edwara B. Rowan, Superintendent of

inting and Sculpture Section, Jules wrots, "In speakling with thn2se

I 1earnea that tne town 1s largelv resicential naving no inaustries

Tsoevar O tnat they were not at all entnusiastic about the 1dea cf
™
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ocora Group 121, Item 133.

as the supject ac
Kowan, pegging off the commissicn.
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gman 1n December 1937. The
contract 1ndicates that the mediull was mpura on gessc and that the murals
wers conunlssionea for $13%C. sallard Jamigsscn assistea 1n the instal-
laticon. Kingman was approacnsd on the pasis of his entry to a competition
for the Justice Department. Early in the discussions with Kingman the
numper of murals was increased and ths concept of using a frieze to unify
the murals was put ferward. Rowan recommendec scenes of Hyattsville coun-
rvside as the supject matter. "In view of tnhe fact that this is the home
of the FPourth Assistant Postmaster General {Smith Purdum} who 1s an enthu-
siast about horses I hope that vour subiject matter will be able to include
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som2 norses in the design.”  (Rowan to Kingman, hovemper 5, 1936.) Rowan’s
St en an attempt ©o atcne to Purdum for tne Treasury

ucggestion may have pee
epartment’s earlisr refus
horse for the arrcw on the wea
Februare 14, 1Y35.)

Purdum’'s reguest to substitute a trotting
ner vane. {Purdum to Procurement Division,

nunber CZ MoArats

ana arove Kingman arouna "to vVislc I can us= 1n tns
aesigns.”  (Ringman to Rowan, April appear tc pe the

introduction of
color variety ana
, who personally
N2 foremost norse
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oo Art Center ana d4di e:tor ci exnin:
niLEsions inclucs the Kemmarsr, Wyoming P
xncos Island Post Cffice, ana —he New York
Groop 121, Item 1233; Spencer hines, informaticon
I Morales.)

Tne Hyatrsvilie Post Office has had conlyv four postmasters dauring tne L0
vear hlztory of the present pullding., (Hvatteswville’s first pestmaster,
Cnristopbher C. Hyatt, was the town's founder.) Mary W. Tisa ssrved frorw
the post office s cuening until e 4, 1936, She was followea oy Echert
T. Tincglev (193 T 1971-1975) SER < (1975-
present).  Mary ' ter,
assaming her « e in
Anerica.') Ting r of
the House of Dele 1
Botn wers natives vat g om a
TNlYd to a second-class post office on July 1, 1824 and aavanceda to a
rirst-class post offiilce in 1942,
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in Hyattsvilie and
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soclated with events that nave macde a significant contripution to the broad
patterns of our history.") Tne twentietn Centurwy nist r of Hvattsville
and southern Prince Georga's County has peen cnaracterized by the transi-
tion from railrocad transportation to thne actomoplls and by the replacement
f agricultural land use with suburpan developmant. ;naeea, Prince
George’s County was among the fastest growina counties in the nation during

W
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tnz 1940s and 18350s. nxatt viile was particulariy s2nsitive to Shil
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Detwean Wasnlngton and Baltimors, and the Baltimors ana Ohio Rail

e 'ilie Post Cffice enccompasseda larce tracts of unasv
witnin 1ts geogra “hl” bcunaaries, 1t was particularly affected
S cnaracterizing southern Prince Georce's

ounty vas t Cffice pecame tne central postal facility for

scuthern Prince George’s County eventuall, encompassing branches in
bdmonston, Chevarly, west Hvattsville, Lanacver Hills, Defense Hicnway,
Cnillum, Taxeco, West Lanham Hi nT Village, maslori, Nerth inglewood,
ueens Chapel, Prince Georgs’'s Elaz: ana lancley Parx. whan 1t openad
in 1932Z, the Hyvattsville T j 80¢ ple. By 1949 th

ey haa grown to 45,000, 1
' {"Hyattsville Post C
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washington Post, Juns 20,

byattsville Independent, June 5, 1936. (Hyattsville Post Cifice)

"byattsvilis Post Office, Est
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"Hyattsville Prouc of Improvements." The Baltimore Sun, april 2, 1238,
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Drawings:

brints of Architectural Drawings for the Hyattsville Post Office. (HPO)
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ APPTroOX. 145 fr. x 145 ft. or .482 acres
UTM REFERENCES Washington East Quadrangle, D.C. - Maryland; scale 1:24000
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ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
S N Y e S I T T S

VEREAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots 26, 27, and 28, Block "B" in Wine and Johnson's 2nd Addition to Hyattsville

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE ZOUNTY CODE

Rl FORM PREPARED BY

NAME - TITLE

Bettv Bird October 27, 1985
QORGANIZATION DATE

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

2025 Fve Street, N.W., Suite 801 202-463-2033

CiTY DR TOWN STATE

Washinetcn, D.C. 20006
X CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION

STATE HISTORIL PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
YES¥” NO____ NONE ’ :

STATE ORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE
in compliance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby nominate this property to the ‘National Register. certifying that the State
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed S0 days 1n which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to

evaluate tts significance. The ‘evaluated level of stgnificance 1s National State Local.
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE
TITLE DATE

FOR NPS USE ONLY
| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE

DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHECLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST: DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

GPOC 899-214
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
/_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED UNALTERED )LORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS ZALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR ——UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
This is a one-story colonial, brick and limestone building with three

bays in the major, center portion and one bay wings on either side. The
brick flsmish bond and the limestone is used on the corners in a rusticated
fashion and in the cornice with modellions, The roof in the center is gable
in shape and made of slate , The wings have a flat roof., There are roman
arches over the main windows with limestone keystones., The gable ends of
the main roof are also framed in limestone, The main door is a doubls
door with six lights over a small panel and a transom

The interior hes not been changed over the years., The vestibule is
there with the green marble, There are also four murals, on either side
of the lobby and over the service window, The original plaster detail
on the ceiling remains in excellent condition.

The only alteration was the zddition of a loading dock in the bacic

with a hood and a small extension of about 1500 sq. feet

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



fG:(t-Yo

SIGNIFICANCE
F 1

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC — COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 GRICULTURE —_ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 L.ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 7ART __ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER

1800-1899 4 COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT HILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
]__! 900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY ~_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1935 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Iouis Simon

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This is an excellent example of the Federal govermments atiempis
during the New Deal years to bring meaningful architecture to all govermment
buildings, including those in small towns. Hyattsville at that time was a small
town outside Washington and this building was located one-half block off
UseSe. 1 28 it made its way into washington, At that time it was a major
structure for the town, but now it has been dwarfted by the rapid post
World War II growth of the area, It appears to be the one remaining
example of this period, style and use that has: survived that change.

If the Postal Service decides to sell the building, it ceuld be
destroyed for the use of the land that is so close to U,S. 1 ., There
does not appear to be any local interest in the building but that may

just reflect the transient nature of the populatién,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE L COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EElFORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE * JoSeph P. O'Grady
ORGAYZAEPh P, 0'Grady and Associates PATE  2/2/ 1980
STREET & NUMBER 2 rench Road ac 215985000
RN Newtown Square STMEP&.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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